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will appeal before I have done) but they finally reft for their fatts- 
fodion in matters of Faith fomewhereel(e h yet this being plauiibly 
pretended by them, in their own JuAification, that they follow 
Tradition h and in their Accufations of us, that we forfake Tra- 
dition : I (hall briefly let all our People (ee, who are not willing to 
be deceived, what they are to )udge and lay in this bufine^ of 
Tradition. ,Abou( which a great noife is nuide, as if we durft 
not ftand to it, and as' if they of the Roman Church ftedfaftly 
kept it, without any variation : neither of which is true, I (hall 
plainly (hew in this (hort Difcoi^fe. 

The meaning of the wor J. 

Which for dearnefs (ake (ball begin with the meaning of the 
word TRADITION: which in Engli(h is no more than de^ 
Iwering unto another 9 and by a Figure, fignifies the matter vobicb is 
delivered h and among Chrifiians, the VoOrine ef our Religion deli- 
vered to us. Andthert being two ways of delivering Doftrines 
to us, either by Wm'4g or by tpord of mouth % it fignifies'tither"of 
themlndifferenily : the Scripittreii as you (haH fee prefcntly, being 
Tradkionfi But icufiom hath detennined this word to the laft of 
thefe ways,: and .diflingui(hed Tr^^/i^i(?A from Scriptures^ or wri- 
tings : at leaft irom the Holy Writings \ and made it lignifie that 
which is not ddifvered in the Holy Scriptures^ or Writings. For 
though theScriptdrebe Tradition alto, md,i)icv€j^ UsA^radition 
a»d the Fountain of allitrueiand legtiimate Antiquity^ yet: in 
common Language Traditioin now are fuchancient Dod^rincs, as 
arc conveyed to us fdmc other way : whether by word of mouth, 
as (bme will have it, from one Generation to anotbeit i bt by hur 
mane Writings, which are not of the fame authority with the 
Boly Scriptures. 

How to jud^ of them. 

Now there is no better way to judge aright of fucb Traditions^ 
than by conlidering thefe four things. 

" Firft, ^The Authors of fhem, whence they come. V 

- Secondly, The matter of them. • • . 

- Thirdly,* Their Authority* . 'I.. " !• 
Fourthly, The means by which wc come to.knoW they derive 

themfelves from fuch Authors as they pretend unto \ and con«- 

fequently have any authority to demand admilBon into our 

> '. belief. i.For 
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1. roTthc firft of chefc, every Jbody. knows and cOnkffts^ tha^ 
all Traditions fuppofe fome Authm^^ from whoai they originally 
come, and who is the deliverer of thofe Do(3:rines to ChriAian 
people : who being told by the prefent Church, or any perfon in 
it, that fuch and fuch Oodrines are to be received, though not 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, becaufe they are Traditions h ought 
in Confcience to inquire from whom thofe Traditions come, or who 
firft delivered them: By which means they will be able to judge 
what aedit is to be given to them, when it is once cleared to them, 
from what Authors they really come. Now whatfoever is deli- 
vered to us in Chriftianity, comes either from Chrifi^ or from his 
Afofiles^ or from the Church {cithct in General, or in part J or from 
private VoUors in the Church. There is nothing now called a 
Tradition in the Chriftian World, but proceeds from one or from 
all of thele four Originals. 

2 J And the matter which they deliver to us, (which is next to 
be confidered) is either concerning that Faith^ and godly life, 
which is nec^iTary tp Salvajtion ) or concerning Opinions^ Rites^ 
Ceremonies^ Cnftoms^ and things belonging to Order. Both which, 
,as I faid^ may be conveyed qicher by writing or without writing*, 
by the Divine Writings, or by Humane Writings; though thefe 
two ways are not alike certain. 

3 , Now it is evident toevery underfianding, that things of both 
forts which are delivered to us, have their Authority^ from the Cre- 
dit of the Author from wJiencc they firft come. If that be Divine, 
their Authority is Divine h if it be onely Humane, their Authority 
can be no more. And among Humane Authors, if their Credit be 
.great, the Authority of what they deliver is great y if it be little, 
its Authority is little : and accordingly muft be accepted with 
greater or kifcr Reverence. 

^ Upon which fcpre whatfoever can be nude to appear to come 
from Chrili^ it hath the higheft authority, and ought to be received 
with abfolute fubmiflion to it, becaufe he is the Son of God. And 
likewife whatfoever appears to havebeeti delivered by the ApoliUs 
in his Name, hath the fame Authority » they being his Minifters, 
fent by Him, as He was by God the Father i and indued with a 
biviiie Power, which attcfted unto them. In like manner ,what- 
Ibeirer is delivered by the Churchy hath the fame Authority which 
the Church hath : which though ij be not equal to the foregoing, 
X the Church having no fuch Divine Power, nor infallible Judg- 
ment, as the Apoftlcs had; yet is of fuch weight and moment, that 
. M "it 
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if ought to l>e reverenced next to theirs. I mean, the ferric of the. 
whole Church i which muft be acknowledged alfo to be of greater 
or leffer Authority, as it was nearer or farther off from the times 
of the Apoftks. W hat was delivered by their immediate Follow- 
ers, ought to weigh fo much with us, as to have the greateft Hu- 
mane Authority •, and to be look'd upon a$ little lefs than Di- 
vine. TheUniverfal content of the next Generation, is an Au- 
thority approaching as near to the former, as the Ages do one to 
another. But what is delivered in latter times, hath lefs humane 
Authority, though pretending to come, but without proof, frorh 
moreearly days : and hath no Authority at all,if itcontradid the 
fcnfe of the Church, when it was capable to be better acquainted 
with the mfnd of Chrili, and of his Apoftles. 

As for particular Churches, their Authority ought to be reve- 
renced by every Member of them i when they profefs to deliver 
(incerely the fenfe of the Church Univerfal » and when they de- 
termine, as they have power to do, Controverfies of Faith, or de- 
cree Rites and Ceremonies (not contrary to God^s WordJ in which 
every one ought to acquiefce. 

But wc cannot fay the fame of that which comes from any pi* 
vate VoQor in the Church, Modern or Ancient : which can have 
no greater Authority than he himfelf was of h but is more or lefs 
credible, according as he was hiore or lefs diligent, knowing, and 
ftridly religious. • 

4. But to all this, it is neceflary that it do fujfHciently appear, 
that fuch DoArines do really come from thofe Authors , whofe 
Tradithrtf they pretend to be. This is the great, and the onelj^ 
thing, about which there is any qucftion ambng (ober and judici-* 
ous perfons. How to be fufBciently aflured, that any thing which 
is not delivered unto us in the Scriptures, doth certainly come i 
for inftancc, from Ckrifi^ or hiy holy Apofiks. For in this all 
Chriftiansare agreed, that whatfoever was delivered byChrifl^, 
from God the Father, or by the ApoRles from Chriflf, is to be em- 
braced and firmly retained, whether it be written or not written : 
that makes no difference at all, if we can be certain it canie from 
Him, or them. For what is contained in the Holy Scripture, hath 
not its Authority, becaufe it is written 9 but becaufe it came from 
God. If Chriftfaid a thing, it is enough i we oi^ht to fubmlt 
unto it : but we mui{ firfl know that he faid it \ and let the means 
ofknowingitbewhat they will, if we can certainly know He faid 
it, we yield to itr 

But 
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But how we can be certain ( at thisdiftance of time, frdm his 
btif^g in the World) that any thing now pretending to it, was faid 
by Chf ift, which is not recorded in the Holy Scriptures > there is 
the bufinefs. And it is a matter of fuch importance, that it cannot 
be expeded any man (bould be fatisfied without very good evi- 
dence of it : but he may ^rery reafonably qoeftion, whether many 
things be not falQy afcril>ed unco Him, and unto his ApoAIes \ 
which never came from them. Nay, whether thofe things which 
are affirmed to be the Doftrtnes of the Primitive Church, and of 
the whole Church, be not of fome later Original ^ and of fome 
particular Church, or private Dodors in the Church : unto 
whofe Authority that Reverence is not due, ^hich ought to be 
paid, and which we willingly give unto the former. 

Now according to this nate of the matter, any good Chriftian 
among us C ^^ ^ defirous to know the Truth, and to preferve- 
bkn(elf from Errour) may eatily difcern what Traditionf ought to 
be received, and held falls and what we are not bound unto., 
vrtthouc any akeration h and what are not to be received at all, 
but to be rejedi^d \ and how ht thofe things are from being ere* 
dibte, which the Roman Church now would obtrude upon us^ 
under the name of ApofioUcal, or ancient Traditions > without a- 
ny Authority from the Holy Scriptures, or (in truth) any Authori** 
ty but their own, and fome private Dodors, whofe Opinions can* 
not challenge gn abfolute fubmiffion to them. 

But to give every one, that would be rightly informed, fuller 
^ti^adlon in this bu(ine(s, i (hall not content my felf with, this^ 
General Diicourfe ) but (hall particularly and diftiridly (hew what 
Tradkmt we own, and heartily receive v and then what Tradithns^ 
we cannot own, but with good reafon refufc, Thefe (ball be the 
two Parts of this fhort Treatife : wherein 1 (hall endeavour that 
our people may be inftru&ed not merely to re jei^ Efrours, but zlr 
£o to affirm the Truth* . 
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PART!. 

What Traditions rve receive, 

I. A N D in the firft place we acknowledge that what is now 

jfj Holy Scripture^ was opce onely tradition, properly fo cal- 

l«d i that i& Doctrine by wotd of mouth. In this we all agree» 

1 
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I fay, that the whole Gofpd or Dodrine of Chrift, which is now 
upon record in chofc Books, we call the Striptutts \ was once un- 
written, when it was iirft preached by our bkfled Savioui and bis 
Apollle?. . . 

Which muft be noted, to temove that bsaXL Objedion with 
which they of the Ronoan Church are wont to trouble (bene peo- 
jJes minds, merely from the Name ofTradiMnj : which St. Paul 
in his Epiiiles, requires thofe to whom he writes» carefully to ob- 
ferve h particulaily in that famous place,n Iheff. 2. 15. where we 
ftnd this Exhortation, Jherrfore^ Brethren^ flandfafl^ and hold the 
7r adit tans which ye have been taught^ whether by rpord^ er our Epiftle^ 

Behold, fay they, here are things not written, but delivered by 
word of mouth *, which the Thejfalonians are commanded to hold. 
Very true, (ftiould the people of our Church fay, to thofe that in** 
lift upon this ) but, behold alfo, we befccch you, what the Tradi- 
tions are of which the Apoftle here writes > and mark alfo when it 
was that they were partly unwritten. 

For the iirA of thefe, it is manifeft that he means by Tradition/^ 
the Dodrines which we now read in the holy Scriptures. For the 
very firft word therefore^ is an indication that this verfe is an infe- 
rence, fronn what he had faid in the foregoing. Now the things 
he before treated of, are the grand Do&rines of the Gofpel, or the 
way of Salvation revealed unto us by Chrift Jefus, from God the 
Father : who hath from the beginning ( faith he, v. 13, 14. ) chofen. 
you to Salvation^ through fanHtfication of the Spirit^ and belief of the 
truth, whereunto he hath called you, &c« This is the fum of the Go* 
fpel : and whatfoever he had delivered unto them about thefe 
matters, of their SanSification, or of their Fakb, or of their Salva^ 
tion, by obtaining the glory of our Lord Jefm Chrifi, (to which they 
were chofen, and called, through their Sanftification and Faith ) 
this he exhorts them to hold fad \ whether it was contained in 
this Epillle, or in his former preaching : for he had not occafion 
now to write all that he had formerly delivered by word of mouth. 

Which afterward wai put in writing : for mark ( which is the 
(econd thing ) the time when fome things remained unwritten \ 
which was, when this Epiftle was fent to the Thejfalonians. Then 
fome things concejrning their falvation, were notcontaindi in this 
Letter s bur, of yet, delivered onely by word of mouth unto thk 
Church. I fay, to this Church : for it doth not follow, that all 
Churches whatfoever, were, at the time of the writing ofthis E- 
piflle, without the Dodlrinc of the. Gofpel coropleatly writtenii 
-k becaufe 
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becaufe among the 'Tbtffalonians^ feme Tradition^ or Dd^ines 
were as yet unwritten. Which can m reafon be extended no far- 
ther than to thetbrelves, and to this EpiAle s which did not con- 
tain all the Evangelical Do&rine, though other Writings, which it 
is poffible were then extant infome other Churches, did. 

And, I fay, as yet unwritten in that Church \ becaufe the Tbcffa- 
lonians^ no doubt, had afterward more communicated to them in 
writing, bcfidcs this J*)piftle, or the former cither i viz. all the 
Gofptls\ and the A8/'v( Apoftks^ and other Jpojiolical Epijiles^ 
which we now enjoy. Which JFritings^ we may be confident, 
contain the Traditions which the Apoftle had delivered to the 
T[heffalonians^ by w^rrf, concerning the Incarnation^ Birtb^ Life^ Mi* 
racles^ Veath^ RefurreSion^ znd Jfctnfion o( o\}t bleffed Saviour i 
and concerning the coming tftbe Hely Ghoft^ and the miffian of the 
Apo^ks : and all the reft which is there recorded for our everlaft- 
ing inftru&ion. 

And therefore it is in vain to argue from this place,that there are 
flill, at this day, fome untpritten Traditions^ which we are to follow ^ 
unlefs ^he Apoftle had faid. Hold the Traditions vpbich ye have beta 
taught by wotd^ which JhaU never be vpfitten* And it is in vain for 
us to enquire after any fuch Traditions, or to rely upon them 
when they are offered unto us \ unlefs we were fure that there 
was fomething, neceflary to our Salvation, delivered in their Ser- 
mons, which was never to be delivered in writing s and unlefs 
we knew where to find it, as certainly as we do that which they 
have committed to writing. 

And it is to no more purpofe to (hew us the word Tradition^ in 
other places of St. faults Writings ) particularly in the third 
Chapter Cf the fame Epiftlc,v.tf. where, by Tradition^ St.Cbryfo^ 
ftome underftands the Apoftle's Example^ which he had given them > 
and fo it follows, v. 7. For your felves kpo^ hotv you ought tofollonf 
us^ &c. or it may refer to the Commandment he had given them in 
his fornner Epiftle, 4. 1 1 . C which the Reader may be pleafed to 
compare with this ) but cannot with any colour be expounded to 
fignifie any Dodrine of Faith, about which the Roman Church 
now contends with us. For it is plain, it hath refpedl to their 
good manners, and ordetly living : for the information of which, 
we need go no whither, but to the holy Scriptures i wherein we 
are taught fully enough, how we ought to walK, and pleaCe God 
in all things. 

The fame may be faid of that place, i Cou 11.2, Nan? 1 praise 
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yetf^ Brithrefij that ym remewibif mtinJl things^ and h(fp the TraJh 
liw/ (or Ordinancts ^zsv9C vender it, or trecefts^ %% the vulgar Lt* 
tin it felf hathit ) asl detknred them untaym, Fcmt we are foiob' 
(ervant of what he hath delivered, that we are confident, if Sabt 
Paul were now aUve,and in this Church,he would f^raife us (as he 
doth the Corinthians) for ks^^g ^^ tradkhns as be delmnedibem v 
and on the contrary, reprove and condemn the Roman Ciuirch, 
for not keeping them as they were^ tiiil deli'||eced. And we have 
good ground for thi$ confidence \ there bel\ an inliance in ^t 
i^ery Chapter, which demonftrates our Bdelity in preTei ving the 
very iirft Traditions, and their unfaitMutnefs tn letting them §9. 
For he tells us, z;. 23. ttsat he had delivered to them tpbat be hadre^ 
eeived of the Lord : and that which he received and ddivtered, 
was about the r^bok Ccmmuaion (as you may tead there and in ihe 
following verCes^ 24, 35.) in both kinds 9 the Oitf^ as well as the 
Bread. Thus, be faith, the Lord appointed it, and (bus he deU^ 
vered it : and MsT^radkion we keepintir^, as he tecewed it ef the 
Lord, and delivered it to bis Church, in this Epiflk • which is a 
part of the holy Scripture : 'v^reas they do not keep k, but have 
broken this Divine Tradition, and give dieCommuiiAan^f ChrtA's 
Body and Bloud other wife than St. Pm/ delivered, keeping the 
Cup from the People. 

, By which I defire all, that love the Loid Jefus in fincer ity, to 
fudge which Church keeps clofeft to the AfcjhUeal Tradition { for 
to St. Paul caHs this Dodhrine of the Communion in both kinds i 
that which he delivered^ or left as a Tradition with them) they that 
nick to what is unqueftiohably the ApofloUcal Dodrine, or tbey 
that leave it, to folkm thofe iSodlrines C ot PrefusDptiotas rather ) 
which at the bett, arc very dubious and oucertain. 

And farther, I defire atl that read this Papetr, to confider whe- 
ther it be reafonable to think, that thofe flites whkh have no 
Authority in the holy Scripture ( but were inftituted perhaps by 
the Apoftlesy have been kept pure and uncwuptcd, accocdifig to 
their rtrft mtention \ when thofe facred Rites ( for inftanoe, the 
holy Eucharifl ) are not preferved intire, which aipe manifeftly of* 
dained in the holy Writings. 

And fo much may fer ve for the firft thing : fov it would he to;^ 
Jong, to explain all the reft of tlie places of holy Scripture, which 
they ate wont toaWedge (though the word tradition be not men- 
tioned in them) to give a colour to their prefent pretences > iiow 
pertinently may be judged by tbefe plKes nowcoirfidcred. 

IL 5'e- 
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If. Secondly then, That Won! of Ot)3 which was once mirrie« 
ten, being now written, we acfcnowfccfgc oar fefves to be moch in- 
debted to the Ghmrch of God in all foregoing Ages, wiiich bath 
preferved the Scriptures^ and delivtred them down to as, as his 
V/ord : which we ooght to do unro thofe that (bafl facceed as \ 
as our Church teacheth us in its Twentieth Article, where the 
Church is affirmed to be a VTttnefi and a kftper ofHoty fFrb. 

This Tradition wc own h it being uni verfaf, cx)ntirtuedi uninter- 
rupted, and undenied. Though, in truth, this is Tradition in a- 
not her fence of the word) not fignifymg the Dodrinc delivered 
unto us, but the manner and means of its delivery. 

And therefore, ifznf Member of our Church be preflcd by thofe 
of the Romtfb Perfwafion, with tins Argument, lor their prefent 
Tradhionr^ that Scripture it felf is come to us by Tradition^ \tt them 
anfwerthus: Very ri^t, it is fo, and we thank God for it 9 thete- 
fore kf this be no part of our difpute, it being a tbmg prefoppofed 
hi ait Dii^ourfes about Religion, a thing agreed among all Chri* 
ftian people, that wc read the Word of God when we read the 
holy Scriptures. Which being delivered to us, and accepted by 
us as his Word \ wefeenonecdiity of any other Tradition or Do- 
ftrine, whith is not to be found there, or cannot he proved from 
thence : for they tell us, they are able to make, even the men of 
God, wffe untb Salvation. 

And if they prefs you again, and fay, How do you know that 
(bme Books are Gauiorncal, and others nots is it not byaconflant 
Tradition ? Anfwer them again in this manner : Yes, this is true 
alfo > and would to God you would fland to this univerfal Tra- 
dttfem, and receive no other Books, but what have been fo deli- 
rered* But know withal, that this univerfal Tradition of the 
Books 6f Scripture C unto which you have added fevcral Apocry- 
pha! Writings, which have not been conftatitly delivered, as thofe 
wereceive 1 is no part of the Tradition or T^oSrint delivered. That 
is, no IDodrme diftind from the Scripmrcs 5 but onely the inftru- 
ment or means of conveying that Doftrine unto us* 

In fhort, it is the iidelity of the Church with whom the Canon 
of Scripture was depoftd « but is no more a Doftrine, not written 
in the Scripture, than the Tradition or delivery of theC(7ie,or Book 
of the Civil Larp^ is any Opinion or Law not written in that Cock. 

And we are more alTured of the fidelity of the Church herein^ 

than the Civilians can be affured of the fiiithfolnefe of their Pre- 

deccffors In preferving and delivering the Books of tiieir Law to 

^ B a them, 



them, bccaufe thcfc holy Books v^erc always kept with a greater 
care, than any other Books whatfoever *> and in the acceptance of 
them alfo, we find there was great caution ufed, that they might 
not be deceived : all Chrifiians looking upon them to be of fuch 
importance, that all Religion, they thought, was concerned in 
them. 

Of which, this is an Argument, that they who fought todeftroy 
the Chriftian Religion, in the primitive times, fought nothing 
more than to deflroy the Bible. Which they were wont to demand 
of thofe who were fufpeded to beChriQians, to be delivered up 
to them, that they might burn it. And according as men beha- 
ved themfclves in this trial, fo they were reputed to be Ghriftians, 
or not Chriftiaps. And the Traditours^ as they were called, that 
is, they who deliveifed the holy Scriptures into the hands of the 
Pagans, were lookM upon by Ghriftians, as men that were con- 
tent to part with their Religion. For which there could be no 
reafon, but that they thought Chriftian Religion to be therein con- 
tained, and to be betrayed by thofe who delivered them to be 
burnt. 

By which I have proved more than I intended, in this part of 
my Difcourfe^ that in the holy Scriptures, the whole Will of God 
concerning our Salvation, is contained. Which is the true Que- 
flion between us and the Church of Rome : Not whether the Scri- 
pture be delivered to us as the Word of God, or no, ( in this our 
People ought to tell them we are all agreed ) but whether they 
have been delivered as the whole Will of God. And from that 
ArgAiment now mentioned, and many more, we conclude, that U- 
niverfal Tradition having diredted us unto thefe Books and no o- 
ther, they dirc(9: us fufficiently, without any other Dodtrines, unto 
God, and to our cverlafting reft. 

And if they urge you farther, and fay, that the very Credit o£ 
the Scripture depends upon Tradition : tell them that it b a Speech 
not to be endured, if they mean thereby that it gives the Scripture 
its authority, C and if they mean Icfs; we are agreed, as hath been 
already faid ) for it is to fay, that Man gives authority to God's 
Word. Whereas in truth, the holy Scriptures are not therefore of 
Divine Authority, bccaufe the Church hath delivered them fo to 
be> but the Church hath delivered them fo to he, becaufeit knew 
them to be of fuch authority. And if the Church Qiould have 
conceived, or taught otherwife, of thefe Writings, than as of the 
undoubted Oracles of God h Ae would have erred damnably in 
fuch a Tradition. I 
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I (hall fum up what hath been (aid in ihxsfecond particular, in 
a few words. Chriff and his Apoftles at firft taught the Church 
by word o{ mouth -, but afterward that which they preached was 
by the commandment of God committed to writing, and delivered 
unto the Church, to the ground of our Faith. Which is no more 
than Irensm hath faid in exprefs words. ( L. 3. C. I.) fpeaking 
of them by whom the Gofpel came into all Nations : IVhich they 
thm p'eached^ but aftertparJ^ iy the Will of God delivered unto us in 
the Scripiures^ to be^ in time to come^ the Foundation and Pillar of our 
Faith. 

III. And farther we likewife acknowledge, that the fum and 
fubdance of the Chriftian Religion, contained in the Scriptures, 
hath been delivered down to us, even from the Apoliles days, in 
other ways or forms, befides the Scriptures. ' For inftance, in the 
Baptifmal Vow^ in the Creed^ in the Prayers and Hymns of the 
Church. Which we may call 7rii^i>i(7/7/, if we pleafe > but they 
bring down to us no new DoArine, but onely deliver, in an abridg- 
ment, the fame Chrlftianity which we find in the Scriptures. 

Upon this there is no need that I (hould enlarge > but I proceed 
farther to afBrm, 

IV. That we reverently receive alfo the unanimous Tradition or 
Dodrine of the Church in all Ages, which determines the meaning 
of the holy Scripture, and makes it more clear and unqueftionable 
in any point of Faith, wherein we can find it hath declared its 
fence. For we look upon this Tradition as nothing eUe but the 
Scripture unfolded \ not a new thing, which is not in the Scripture > 
but the Scripture explained and made more evident. 

And tjius fome part of the Nicene Creed may be called a Tradi^ 
tion \ as it hath expredy delivered unto us the fence of the Church 
of God, concerning that great Article of our Faith, That Jefus 
Chriil is the Son of God* Which they teach us was always thus 
underftood : the Son of God, begotten of his Father before all rporlds^ 
and of the fame fubfiance mth the Father* 

But this Tradition fuppofes the Scripture for its ground, and 
delivers nothing but what the Fathers, alftmbled at MeVe, believed 
to I>e contained there, and was firtt fetched from thence. For we 
find in Theodoret (L. I C. 6.) that the famous Emperour Confan- 
tine J admoniflied thofe Fathers, in all their Queftions and Debates, 
to confult onely with thefe heavenly infpired Writings > Becaufe 
the Evangelical and Apoflolical Book^^ and the Oracles of the old Pro* 
fhetSy do evidently inJiruS us what to thin\in Divine matters* This is 

fo 



fo deaf a Teftimcny^ that in thofc dayy they made this cornpleat 
Ruk of their Faith, whereby they ended Controverfies, (which 
was the reafon that In fercral other Synods wc find they were 
wont to lay the Kbfc before them) and that there is nothing In 
theWfeewe Creeds but what is to be found in the Bible v that Car- 
dinal Bellarmim hath nothing to reply to it, but this : Confianfine 
mm indted a great 'Simfereur^ but no gr^at T>o8or. Which is rather 
a Scoff, than an Anfwer v and cafe a fcorn not onrfy upon hlm^ 
bet upon that great Council, who, as the feme Theadoret^ witncf^ 
feth, aflented unto that Speech of Confiantine. So it there foHbws 
in tficfe words : The moft of the Synedjrere obedient to what he had 
SfioHrfed^i and etnhrojced both mntuat Concord^ and found PoSrine* 

And accordingly,. St. Hilary a little after extds hts Son Conflan* 
tiki fer this, that he adhered to the Scriptures 9 and blames him 
onely for not attending to the true Catholick fence of them. Hts 
words are rhefe, ( in bis Itttfe Book which he delivered to Cmiflm' 
tmt} Itmly admire theiy O Lord Conftantius the Emftr&w^ tpho dt^ 
firefi tf Faith according to tphat if written. They pretended to no 
other in thofe days % but (as he (peaks a Kttleafter) lookM' upon 
him that refnfed tbis^ as Amifihrifii. It was oneiy rctjuxced that 
they flloultf receive theft Faith out t^GoS^s Booly^^ not merdy ac- 
cordirrg to the words oftfaem, but according to their tmc meanings 
( becaofe many ffakg Scripure without^ Scriptwrty and frttendtd to 
Faith without Faith i ashis words are) i and herein Catholick and 
confhtnt Tradition was to guide thein. For vi^hatfocvcr was con- 
trary %o what the whole Church had received and held from the 
beginning, could not m reafon be thought to be the meanmg of 
that Scripture which was alled»:d' to prove it. And, on the o- 
thct fide^ the Chiprch pretended to no more than to be a Witnefs 
of the received fence of the Stripturesi which were the bottom 
upon which they burltthis Faith. 

Thus I obferve Hegefippua feith, ( in Eufeb* his Hiliory, £. 4. 
C*22.) that when he was ut£(7i9ie, he met with a great many Bi- 
bops, and that he received the very fame Vcdrine from thetn alL 
Andthen^ a little after, tells us what that was, and whence they 
derived it,faying> Ihat in every fuccefflon of Bijhopf, and in every Ci- 
ty^fi they held \ at the Law preached^ and as the Prophets^ and at the 
Lord. That is, according to the Dodrme of the Old and New 
Teftament. 

I (hall conclude this particular with a pregnant paffage, which 

,^^ I remember in a famous Divine of our Church) (Ur. fatkion^ in 

[ . his 
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bh Treatifib of the Catiu:>lick Ckirch, Cha^. 2 2.) who writes to this 

Tbat Tiadition which was of fo oiuch u£e iti the Pximitivc 
Chiaxcb, was noc unxpritten IraJitims or Cufioms, comokended or 
radikd by the foppoied infallibility of any vifible Church) but did 
efpeoally coniift in tbe Coitfeffions^ or Regiftert of particular Char* 
ches. And the unanimous content of fo many federal Churche% 
as 4:xhibited their Conleifions to the Nicene Council, out of fuch 
Forms as had been framed and taught before this Controverfie a^ 
rofe, about the Divinity of Chrift ) and that voluntarily and free- 
ly ( theleChurches being not dependant one upon anocher, nor 
oveifwayed by any Aiathority over theisn^ nor milled by Faiftion to 
frame their Con&ffipns of Faith by imitation, or accordioig to kmc 
patitiexn fet tbem) was a pregnant argument,that this Faith whe;r6- 
in tbcy all agreed, had be^o ddmred to them by the ApoAles and 
their Followers, and was the true meaning of the holy WritingjS in 
this great Article h and evidently proved, that jirius did obtrude 
fuch ixuerpret»tions of Scriptuxe, as had not been heard of before h 
or were but tbe fence of fome pr«vate perfons in the Church, «nd 
not of tbe generality of fielievers. 

Jin (bort, tbe unanimous confent of fo many diAin<^ viiible 
Churches, as exhilMted their feveral ConfeffionSt Cateckifms, or 
TeiUmonies of their own or Forefathers Faith, unto the Council of 
Nkc, was anarguqient ci the fame ior^c and efficacy a^alnll 4rm 
and his Partakers, as the general confent and prait^ice of all N^ 
tions, in war(hipping a Divine Bower in all Ages, isag^pfi 4thei^s. 
Nothing but the ingrafted notion of a Deity, coiiiid havi^ ind^ic^d 
fo many feveral Nations, fo much di&rent in natural difpolition, 
in civil Di&ipline and Education^ ito affect or pradiCethe dujCy of 
Adorationu And nothing but the evidciDce of fbe ingtufitd^^i 
Cas St. J amis caUs the Gofpel ) delivered by Chrifi and his Apo- 
^les in the ho% Scriptures, could have kept fo many (ever^i 
Churches, as communicated their Coiafeifions unto that Council 
in the unity of the fame Faith. 

The like may be faid of the reft of the four ftfi Gefmal Cmit- 
fill V whofe Decrees are a great confirmation of our beUef^ becaufe 
they deliver to us the confent of the Churches of Chriil, in thofib 
£reat Truths which they aifert out of th^ holy Sicrif tiire^ 

And could there any TrAditive Interpretation of the whfAt Scrt^ 
pture be prodijced upon the Authority of fuch Oriffnd tradHim^ 
9S that now named, we would moft tluHikfiuUy and joyfully receive 

it. 
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iu But there never was any fuch prctencJcd i no, not by the 
Roman Church, whofe Dodtors differ aniong thenifelves about 
the meaning of hundreds of places in the Bible. Which they 
would not do fure, nor fpend their time unprofitably in making 
the bcft conjedures they are able s if they knew of any expofition 
of thofe places in which all Cbriftian Dodlors had agreed from the 
beginning. 

' 'V. But more than this, we allow that Tradition gives us a con- 
fideirableaffiftance in fuch points as are not in fo many letters and 
fyllables contained in the Scriptures, but may be gathered from 
thence, by good and manifelt reafoning. Or, in plainer words 
'perhaps, whatfoever Tradition juftifics any DoArine that may be 
proved by the Scriptures, though not found in exprefs terms there, 
we acknowledge to be of great ufe, and readily receive and follow 
it s as ferving very much to eftablifli us more firmly in that Truth, 
when we fee all Ghriftians have adhered to it. 

This may be called a confirming Tradition : of which we have 
an inftance in the Dodrinc of Infant-Baptifm i which fome an- 
cient Fathers call an Apofiolical Tradition. Not, that it cannot be 
proved by any place of Scripture s no fuch matter : for though 
we do not find it written in fo many words that Infants are to be 
baptifed, or that theApoftles baptifed Infants > yet it may be 
proved out of the Scriptures, and the Fathers themfelves, who call 
it an A fofiolical Tradition^ do alledge teftimonies of the Scriptures 
•^to niakc it good. And therefore we may be fure they comprehend 
the Scriptures within the name of Afojiolical Tradition \ and be- 
lieved that this Dodrine was gathered out of the Scriptures, 
though not exprefly treated of there. 

In like manner we, in this Church, affert the authority of Bi- 
(bops above Presbyters, by a Divine right ^ as appears by the Book 
of Confecration of Bilhops, where the perfon to be ordained to this 
Office, exprcffes his belief. That he is truly called to this Minijira^ 
tionj according to the mil of our Lordtjefm Chrif. Now this we 
are perfwaded may be plainly enough proved to any man that is 
ingenuous, and will fairly confider things, out of the holy Scri' 
ptures^ without the help of Tradition : but we alfo take in the af- 
(iliance of this for the conviAion of gain.fayers i and by the per- 
petual pradiice and Tradition of the Church from the beginning 
confirm our Scripture-proofs fo ftrongly , that he feems to us very 
obftinate, or extreamly prejudiced, that yields not to them. And 
therefore to.make our Dc(5trine in this point the more authentick, 

our 
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■mt Church hath put both thefe Proofs together, in thf Preface to 

ibe fjtrm 4 giving Order^ \ which, begins in 'thefe wotdis \ It is <- 

videm wdo, allmm-i diligently reading holy Scripture and ancient Au- 

.tbars^ that from the Jpofiles time there have been three Orders of Mini- 

fters in Chrifi^s Church ^ Bijhops^ Priejfs^ and Deacons. 

I hope nQ body among us is fo weak, as to imagine, when he 
reads this, that by admitting Tradition to be of fuch ufe and force 
a$ \ hs^ve meationed,we yield too much to the ^opi(hQaafe,which 
fupports it felf by this pretence. But if any one (hall fuggeft this 
toany of our people, let them reply. That it is but the pretence, 
andonely by die Name o( Tradition^ that the RomiQi Church fup- 
ports it felf: For true Tradition is as great a proof Againft Ppperys, 
a$ it is For Epifcgpacy. The very foundation of the Pope's Empire 
(which is, bijs fucceifion in Su Feter^s Supremacy) is utterly fubver- 
t^d by this » the coniRant Tradition of the Church being evidently 
againft it. ' And therefore let us not lofe this Advantage we have 
againft them, by ignorantly refufing to receive true and confiant 
Traditions which will be (p far from leading us into their Church, 
that it will never fuffer us to think of being of it, while it remains 
fo oppoiite to that which is truly AponoIicaL . 

I cpnclude this with the Direction which our Church gives, to 
Preachers in the Book of Canons^ i^ji^ C i" the Title Concionato- 
res ) That no man ffjall teach the people any thing to be held and belie* 
ved by them religiouflyi but what is confentaneous to the Vodrine of the 
Old and New Testament \ and what the Catholick^ Fathers and ancient 
BiflMfps have gathered otaofthat, verypaSrine. This is our Rule, 
whereby we are to guide oar felves^which was fet us on purpofe to 
preferve our Preachers from broaching any idle, novel, or Popifli 
Dodtrines 9 as appears by the condufion of that Injun^ion : Vain 
and old Wives Opinions^ and HerefieSj and Vopifh Errours^ abhorring 
ft mi the DoQtine and Faith of Chrifi^ they (hall not teach y nor any 
thing at all vpbmby the tmskilfkl multitude may be inflamed either to 
the findy of Novelty^ or to Contention. 

VL But though nothing may be.taught as a piece of Religion, 
which hath not the forenamed Original ) yet I mud adde, that 
thofe things which have been nniverfally believed, and not contra- 
ry to Scripture, though not written at all there, nor to be proved 
from thcK^e, we do receive as pious Opinions. . For infiance, the 
perpetual Virginity of the Mother of God our Saviour v which is fo 
likely a thing, and fo univerfally received, that I do not fee why 
we (hould not look uyon it as a genuine Jpoftolical Tradition* 

4. C VILI 



Vll. I have but ohi thing teipife to *aa<tep which is, »Ait wc^l- 
low alfo* the Traditions of the Chur<fh, kbout ttiattttr$ Itf Orde^^ 
Kit0s>^ and Ceremonies. Onely we do not take ^hem to >he^¥is &f 
God's Worihip •, and if they be not appoitited in the h(ily ^i- 
ptures, we believe they nniay be iltered tjy the fame t>r the like »u^ 
thority, with that whidh Ordalhed them. So OiMr Chywch hath 
excellently and fully refolved us concerning (udi matters, hi tht 
XX.X1V Article of Religion i where there are three thing* ntfeircWl 
concemlng'fuch TWm(7«/ as thrfe. • • ' ; - 

Firft, It is not neeejfary that Traditions and Cerefmmiief ( they arc 
the very firft words of the Article ) be in aU ftaces^ ohe er uttetfy S- 
likg: for at aS times they have ieen divers^ and may be abartgeH^a^' 
cording to the Hiverfities ofCounttihyiifHes^andmensmaM'ers^ f^}hM 
nothing be ordained agaihJiGod*yiford* But then to pre^diit all 
diforders ^nd confuGons, that ihen might inake in the Church, by 
following their own priVatefancles and humours*) the nestt thing 
which^sdecreecl^ls this: ' • 

Secondly J That whofiever tWoUgb Us 0T»nfth)ittt fidgmnii v^O- 
lingly and furpofily dgih bpehty briak^the tiddHioni Vnd^Gorf^hhify* ''if 
the Chureh^ vohicb be not repugnant Wtj^eH^otdifGodiMr^^^^ n^ain- 
ed and approved by cotkmon auihoilty 9 ought • ^to be ^f^hikjgd openly 
C that others may fear to do ih Hkf } Of he that offtndeth agaif^ tte 
common Order of the Churchy alid htrtufh the Amhority ^tbe ikagP' 
firTite^ and vpomdeth ihe Confei^hces ^f^emakc^^hrtn. 1. 

hath authority to ordain^ change^ arid ahmJhCere&toniel. dr^W.itfS^^^^ 
Churchy ordained onely By man^s auihorisy^ fothdt iUfbingi be^e^o 
edifying.. 

This is fufficient to (hew what we believe concerning jTrtw&tiVwjr, 
about mitters of Ord^r and Decency. 

* Vrn. As for what Is deli^eredin matters of Doti*rin%, (ifrOfdeti, 
'by any privatclDdftor infhe Church,-or by^ny j^^^ GlW^idi, 

it appears by what hath been faiU, that it ittinriot be Uteen to-^te 
more than thcprivafeOpiiiionof thatnunjOr the panicular/De- 
cree of that Church, and cin have no more authority than rhtfy 
have: that is, cannot oWige ^11 ChrifthnSjUnkls^t be coiirainett 
in the' holy Scripture. 

Now fuc'h!are the Traditions which the'RomanCharch 'Would 
impofe upohiis, and impofeu^onuss^ftera ftrangcfe(hlon;>aS'you 
Ifcall fee in the Second Fart of (his Difcourfc 1 unto which I (halt pro- 
•ceedprefently, when I have left with you this brief Eefte&ien on 
what hath been faid in this firfl Part^. Our 
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Our people may hereby be admomflied not to fuiFer thetnfekes 
to be deceived and abated by words and empty namcs^ wkhout 
their fence and fneaning.. Nothing is, mojre common than this \ 
efpedally in the bufinefs f>( fradkhnf^. About which a great Air 
is raifed i and' It is commonly given oat» that we refufe all Tradi- 
tions. Than which, nothing is more falfe : for we refufe none 
troly fo caUed v that is, E}oftfinfi!s delivcsred- hfy Chi!^ or hii[ Apo- 
files; No, we lefutenottHngalaU^becaufe it is unwritten \ but 
tnerdy becadfe wc are not fiirb it it delivered by th^ Autboricy to 
whicHwe ou^.tofubmit. 

Whai£)«ver ts delivered to us by Wf Lord and his Apefllesy we 
receive as the very word of God v which we thbik is fiifBcioHtly 
tifaeiated in tkie htAy Scriptnses. Buti if any can cettakily ftoVQ^ 
by any Audioriry e^al lo tli»t whiobbrihg^ thi Sciipti)r/ei $o us, 
that there is any thing cKedeiivcvGd by thern^ we t eoeiiKe that alio. 
The Controvdrfie will food be at an end : for ^ a>re ready to 
embrace fo, w4ienany fuch thbg an be prodkiced. 

Nay^ wt have tfite teveneiKe for thofe who fuccoeded the Apd- 
flies, ithaft what tbey Jiave unanimoufly delivered to us^ as the fence 
of any dMbffiil pboe, we recave it^ and fedc no fiwther. There 
is ho difpare^ wnechet or no we (hould entertain it. 

T^ihe Decrees of the Church alfo we fnbioit in matters of Oe« 
cency and Order v yea, and acqdefce in its authority, when it de- 
termines doubtful Opinions. 

Bat we cannot receive that as a Doftrine of Chrift, which we 
know is but die Tcadition of man > nor keep the Ordinances c^ 
the ancient Church in matters of Decency, fo unalterably as neves 
to vary firom them h becaufie they themfelves did not intend them 
to be of everfaiMng obligation. As appears by the changes that 
have been made in fe vera! times and places 9 even in fome things 
which are mentioned in the holy Scriptures, being but Cuftoms Gx* 
tdd to thofe Ages and Countrits. 

In (hort, 7radkienf we do receive \ bat not all that ire called 
by that name* Thofe which have (uffident Authority ) but not 1 

thofe which are imposed upon us, by the ftde authority of one par* 
ticulat Church, aiTuming a power over all the reft* And fo I 
come to the Second Part. 
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PART n. 

What Traditions ipe do not receive, 

I. A ND in the firft place we do not believe that there is any 
'J\. Tradition which contains another Word of God^ which is not 
in the Scripture, or cannot be proved from thence. In this con* 
(ids the main difference between us and them of the Romi(h Per* 
(waGon, who affirm that Divine Truth which we are all bound to 
receive, to be partly written, partly delivered by word o£ mouth 
without writing* Which is not onely the affirmation of the 
Council of Irem^ but delivered in more expreis terms, in the Pre- 
face to the Roman Catechifm^ drawn up by their order » where wq ^ 
iinde thefe words ( towards the conduGon of it ) The la^bole Da* 
Orine to he delivered to the faithful^ is tontained in the Word, of God % 
vpbkh (Word of GodJ is difiributed into Smpture andTradiHm^ 

This is a full and 'plain dechiiration of their tnind^) with vHuch 
we can by no noeans agree, for divers unanfwerable reafi>ns« v . > 

1. Not onely becaufe the Scriptures teftiGe to their own perfe- 
dion s which they affirm to be fo great, as to be able to compleat 
the divineft men in the Church of Chrift, in all points of heavenly . 
wifdom, 2 Ti'w.j. 15, i6, 17. but, 

2. Becaufe the conftant Tradition of theChurdi. C even of the 
Roman Church anciently) is, that in the Scriptures we inayGnd.. 
aU that is neceiTary to be known and believed to falvation. I 
muft'not fill up this Paper with Authorities to this purpofe » but 
we avow this unto the people of our Church for a certain Truth, 
which hath been demonGrated by many of our Write&> who h^vet 
Giewn that the ancient Dodors univerfally Cpeak the language of 
St. Paul^ I Cor. 4. 7. Not to thinly, above that n>hich is n>ritten. .1 : 
will mention onely theie memorable words of TertuUian^ who is as 
eameG Advocate as any for ritual Traditi6ns, but having to deal ' 
with Hermogenes in a queAion of Faith, Whether aU things in the 
beginning wer^ made of nothings urges him in this mstitncf » I -have 
no where yet read, that all things were made out of a fubje^m^tt- . 
ter. If it he vpritten^ let thofe of Hermogenes his (h&p (heno it *, // it 
be not r^itten^ let them fear that woe which is allotted tafuch as adde 
or takg away. The very fame Anfwer fliould our People make to 
thofe that would have them receive any thing as an Article c^ 

Faith, 
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Faith, whicb is not dilivercd |to them by thi^ truly Apoftolical 
Church wherein we live. Ifkbe tpriuen^ let tti fee it i if it he not^ 
taks heedbofP you aide to the uncUubted Word of God. We receive 
the holy Scriptures, as able to make us wife to falvation. So they 
themfelves tell us i and fo runs the true Tradition of rhe Church ; 
which you of the Romi(b Pexfwafion have forfaken h but we ad- 
here unto« 

3. And we have this farther reafon fo to do, bccawfe if part of 
God's Word had been written, and part unwritten, we cannot but 
believe there would have been fome care taken, in the written 
Word, not onely to let us know fo much, but alfo inform us whi- 
ther weihould rcfort to find it, and how wcfliould know it v if it 
be ahfolutdy neceffary for us to be acquainted with it. But there 
is no fuqh notice, nor any fuch diredions left us > nor canany man 
give us any certain Rule to follow in this matter, but onely this : 
Ti examine all traditions by the Scripture^ as tbeftrfreme Rule cfFaitby 
andtoadmrt onely fnch as art conformable thereunto. 
. 4. For which we have flill thjls farther reafon, that no fooner 
were they that fixQ delivered and receiv^ the holy Sciiptucesgone- 
out of the world, but we, find n^en began to adde thei; own fancier ^ 
unto the Catholick Truth v which made it abfolutely necefGiry to - 
keep to the Tiadition in the holy Scriptures, all other growing un- 
certain. . This is obfcrved by Hegefippm himfclf (in Eufekl^x.32.), 
that the Church remained a chaji Virgin^ and the Spoufe cfChriji^ till . 
thefacred^kerfthe Afo^les^ and the next Generation of tbem^ who 
bad bad. the hoiiOMr to be their Auditors^ tpere extiqO > and then there ^ 
began a plain Confiiracy of impious^ athe^icalenomry by the fraud ofi 
Teachers^ . fpho delivered other VoSrine. Which was a thing Saint 
Foul feared even in his own life- time, about the Church of Corinth ^^ 
(2 Cor. 2 u 3. ) le(i the Devil, like a wily Serpent, (hould beguile 
them, and corixipt their minds from -the originar fimplicity of the 
ChriliianOoi^rine wherein they were firft intruded. And if it; 
were attempted then, it was lefs difficult, and therefore more en*, 
deavoured afterward 9 as (hall appear anon by plain Hiftory,which ) 
tells ho^i^ feveral p^rfons pretended they received this and that 
from an^ApoftJc* Some of which Traditions were prcfently rejer 
(fted ) others received, ^nd afterwajrds found to be imponures. ^ 
Which (hews there was fo much falfe. dealing in the cafe, that it 
was hard for men to know what was truly ApofVolical in thofe . 
days, if it came to them this way onely ) and ^erefore impoflTible . 
to be difcerned by us now, at this great diltanceof time from the : 
. . Apo- - 



ftpoftles, who we kMw deSvered the fnie Fairii \ hat wchave M 
fcarfoB to idf upon mne Traikkm, wiihont Stripcore^ fer any. 
paieof ttl2t Fakbi when we fee whtcChciis woe pst apOB mcn^ 
by iha<t means, even then when Aey bad better hc^ to deteft 
diem than we have. 

Ic is tine, the Fathers fometkne arge 7ra£tkm as a pimf of 
what they fay. But we muft know, that the Scriptures were nor 
prefendy comRmnicated among feme barbaroos NaiioBS \ and 
there were fome Herettcks^a^fo who either denied Ae Scii|»Biid% Qt 
fbme part of riiem : and in thefe cafe it was neorffary to appeal 
to the Tradition that was in the Chavch 9 and to conTincc them 
by die DtoOnne taught every where by all theBiSiop& Bui that 
Cmark this, i pray you} of which they convinced them by thb Af- 
gunent, was nofhii^ but what b taught in the Sofptorc. 

5* With which we cannot fuflfer anything to beeqaaUsd m 
aodiorify, unlefe we would fee It coniirmed by the fame oa equal 
Tefiimony. This is the great realbn of all, why we cannot admit 
any unwritten Traditions to be a part of the Word of God,wbich 
i^e aie bound* to belkve, becaufe wecannot find any troths fodo* 
IfveredtonSjastboCeinthehdyScriptares. Hiey come to us with 
asfiflateftimony ascan bedefired^ofdidiEXvineOriglbiali hue 
fod<o none of diofe thii^s which ate now obtnidcd on us by the 
Romifli Chuidi, under Ae name of Tradiikms or mmmitaiWkrd 
ofGod. 

For the Ptimitive Chofdi had the fery firft Copies and aocfaen- 
tidt Wiieii^of thofe Books caDed theNew T^Amocnt, deKvcied 
by the Apoffles own hands tothem. And thofe Booksoxifinn the 
Sdrfptuses of die Old Teftament : andtheyweiebodiddiveicdto 
Pofterity by that Prinutive Qnirch, witneflGbg from whom diey 
teceived them h who carefully kept them as tte moft pietioas 
Treafure : fo that this written Word hath had the gcneial appio^ 
batkm and tefHmonyofthe wholeChurdiof Chriftin every Age, 
until this day, witneffing that it is Divine. And it hath been the 
conftant bulineis of the DoAors of the Church, to expound this 
Word of God to the People : and their Books arefuU of C^cadons 
out of the Scripture ) aH ajgteeing in (ubfianoe with what we now 
read in them. Nay, the very Enemies of Chriftianity, fbch as 
CeZ/k, Porpbpy^ futum^ never queflioned but thefe are the Wri- 
tings of which the Apoftles were the Authors, and wUdi they dc* 
livered. Befides, the Marks they have in themfdves of a Divine 
%irit, which faiditcd them, they all tendii^ to bncd and pie- 
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4itf ve 4n Mieh a Xenfe <3f God, and toinake them truly unertu- 
*ous. 

Not one woid c^^vhkWcanbe ikid for any of tha& wupritun 

Traditions^ which the Roman Church pretend to be a fiart of 

Ood's W(»d. For we iiavc no teitimony of them in the holy 

^Scriptures. Nor doth the Piimitrive Church affirm (ke received 

^emfrom the ApoAks, as (he didtthtrwiitten Word* ^ Ndr bare 

#fey ^he ipcfpetual content and general approbation of <he whole 

<ihirrch everfince. Nor are they frequently quoted, as the words 

^ Scripture ai« upon all occafions, by the Do^dors of the Church. 

Viot doi/^Q find them to /be the Dodlrine, which wa»«oitfiamly 

^ught the People. Nor is ithereany notice ^aken jofthem iiy 

the enemies of our Faith, whofe AffinitteiaiejaU ^gajhftiiie'&ri- 

ptures* In (bort, they are fo far from having any true authority, 

thttt 4Qatnetfek Tefiimomes tod (forged Witcingsihs^e beenlheir 

great Supporters. Befides the piam iktft of ttot^v which is not 

to make all men better, but to make fome richer 9 and the mani- 

^ daT)gQr men arc in by many of .d)om,no be ikawno way (from 

^@0d, io -put '*their t«ufl andxDoHdence tn/Cieatdwes. jAs^mighttbe 

-StcWliyA tlusBiperiwould ^ntaio it, anihetr fibc^tneft^tS Bkfml 

^kprtHii^yy SiiiYpitsry^ hwMfticn of. SxiitaSy Inm^^mfiinf^ andoU-^ 

vets-^thers. : • 

(Qiinoeming which, we fay, as ^^Cyprian doihito Tmifumy 

^out^arvdther'mactfiT ; If it be commanded in she Gifitls^ wr ijt4he 

Epijiles of the Jpcfths^ or in their Ads^ that they Jhould ngtHibaf^ 

^tijid r^ho'ype$mn*fiKm any iAtt^ but imclyie recdueU kydnttufition 

^^^iMt^, LES WULS (DiVlif^ and fi>0}LT fl^A- 

^DiraON BE OBSEiKVEB. The ferae fey we,af 

fhcrcfeciany thmginfthe ^J^e^, mtheE^i/f^*/, )in;tbc ikss^ con- 

'^^evntng In voeattons of Sainis^ concerning the .^r^^ying Souk out 

of Purgatory, d^c. let that-dtvine, ihat hdly liudition the obfer- 

*V€tf . 'B^t4f'it'beinOt.riicre,>^A<« 4liftimtcy^isitiir ( a8iitA)llows ai 

^litlle^ft^ in '(hat Efift. Ui^. } i$im frefiimf$ion^ tofrifer bti- 

^miMettradimn^^ef^nithe Dime Vi^fitim orVrdinanoe ? 

A gre>Q(t 'deal more there-is in that «p!ace, and in others of that 
holy Martyr, to.btiug^all to the ftktte^ the ttot^ th^.mfinal vf tktc 
Divine tradition i for then humane errmr ceafes : which original 
Tradition 'he afhrnis to be ^wbat. is delivered in ifhe hbly.^cri*^ 
'ptare^^ > which \idivering to us the whole .WUliof/Gbd troocern- 
ingjuS) we look after no other iTiadition) bat! what explains and 
'Confomsyand is confonantvto this. . :Eor v^.)beimvetbat>what'is- 
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dclivcied to US by the Soiptuics, and what is d^iv^wl by trac 
Tradition, are but two fcvcial ways of bringing us acquainted 
with the fiunc Chriftian Tiuth, not mth di&ient pai& of that 
Truth. 

. . And (b I have done with the firft thing h the Cam of which, k 
this : We do not recdve'any Tradition or Doftrine to fapfrfy 
: the dded x£the Scripcorc, in fome oca&ry Aitide of Faith) 
. whkh Doftrincs dicy of Riw pretend to have one and the iaHic 
• Author with the Scripture, vise. God : and therefixe to be recei- 
ved with the bsDC pious atifedion and reverence. But cannot - 
teU us where wemay 6nd thero, how we Oull difeem true firom 
fiilfe, nor g^ve usany affuranoe of dieir Truth, but we muft take 
•diem purely upon their word. 

:Now how Httle reafbn we have to truft to that, wiD appeu in 
the/ccomf.thing I have toadde \ which is this: 

II. Thatwe dare not receive any thing wfaitfoevcr, merdy up- 
on dit Credit of the Roman Church h no not ii«r Jofrnt^ tkM 
,Mj TraJam before (jpoken of, vis. tt^ Scripture. Which wc 
-do not bdieveondy upon their teflimony, bc^ becanlc they aic 
but a part of the Qiurdi, and therefore not the fole Keepers of 
Divine' Truth 9 and they are a corrupted part wlio have not 
approved themlelvcs faitlilulin the keeping vriat was committed 
todieow 

Let oas People diligently mark tliis, That Traditions neiKr 
were, not arenow, ooely in the keeping of die Roman Church : 
and that diefe thir^ arc widely diAaent ) the TnditioD of the 
wliokQinrch,orofthegvcatcftandbeftpartoflt) and the Tra- 
dition of one part of the Church, and the leaft part of it» and 
the worft part alfo and inoft dqxaved. 

What is warranted by the Authority of the whok Qiurcb, I 

-have (hewn before, we revcrendy receive: but we cunot take that 

for cunent Tradition, which is warranted ondy by afonll part of 

the Church, and we give very Httle credit to what is warranted 

onely by that part of it whidiisKMMJi. Becanfo, 

1. Fhft^ This Church hath not picfoved foearcfoDy as other 
Churches have done, the fitfi mnd ar^mjl Jrc^fm, whidi b in 
the Scriptures j but fufeed them to be (hamdully corraptcd. 
Every one knows that tbae is a L^tia Fmlgdr Edition of the 

Bible 
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Bible C which they of that dhurch prefer before the Original J 
none df which they prcferved heretofore from manifeft deprava- 
tions J nor have been able, fince they were told of the' faults, to 
purge away \ fo as to canonize any Edition without perniitting 
great nunnhers in their neweft and moft approved Bibles. IfiJore 
Clarius m his Preface to his Edition, complains that he found 
thefe holy Writings defaced with innumerable errours : Eight 
thsHfand of which, that he thought moft material, ' he faith he a* 
mended \ and yet left he knew not how many Iclffer ones un- 
touAed : After which ( the Council of Trent having vouched 
this Vulgar Latine Edition, for the oncly authentick ) Pope 
Sixtus the Fifih^ publiflied, out of the fevcral Copies that were 
abroad, one which he ftraightly charged to be received, as the 
onely true Vulgar s from which none (hould dare to vary in a 
tittle. And yet two years were fcarce paffcd, before Clemens the 
Eighth^ found niany defers and corruptions flill remaining in that 
Edition 9 and therefore publiflied another with the very fiime 
charge, that none elfe (bould be received. 

Which evidently (hews they have fuffered the holy Books to be 
fo fouly abufed, that they know not how to amend the errours 
that are crept into them^ nor can tell which is the true Bible. 
For thefe two Bibles thus equally authorifed, as the onely au« 
thentick ones, abound not onely with manifeft diverCties 9 but 
with contradidions, or contrarieties, one to the other. Whereby 
all Romanifts are reduced to this miferable neceflity, either to 
make ufe of no Bible at all *, or io fall under the Curfe oiSixtm^ 
if he make ufe of that of Clement \ or the Curfe o( Clement, if he 
ufe the Bible of Sixtus. For they are both of them enjoyned 
with the exdufion of all other Editions ) and with the penalty of 
a Curfe upon them, who difobey the one or the other > and it is 
impofiible to obey both. 

This might be fufScient to demonftrate how unfaithful that 
Church hath been, in the weightieft concerns. Whereby all the 
Members of it are plunged beyond all power of redemption, into 
a difinal neceflity, either of laying afide the Scriptures, or of of- 
fendmg againft the facred Deaecs (as they account them ) of one 
or other of the heads of their Church ( which fome take to be in- 
blUble) and being accurfed of them. 

2. But for every one^s fuller fatisfadion, it may be fit farther 

to rcprefent how negligent they have been in prefcrving other 

^ D ' Tradi- 
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Traditionj, which were certaihly once in the Church, but now 
utterly loft. There is no queftion to be made* but the Apoftles 
taught the firft Ciiriftians the meaning of thofe hard places which 
we tind in their and other ,holy Writings. But who can tell 
us where to find certainly (b much as one of them ? And there- 
fore where is the fidelity of this Church, which boafts fo much to 
be the Keeper of facred Traditions? For nothing is more dcfi- 
rable than thole Apoftolical Interpretations of Scripture » no- 
thing could be more ufeful ^ and yet we have no hope to meet 
with them either there, or indeed any where elfe. Which is no 
reproach to other Churches, who do not pretend to more than is 
written i but reflcds much upon them, and difcredits them, who 
challenge the power of the whole Church intirely, and would paft 
not onely for the fole Keepers and Witneffes ,of Divine Truth > 
but for careful prcfervers of it. For of what fliould they "have 
been more careful than of thefe ufeful things, whereof they can 
tell us nothing i when of unprofitable Ceremonies they have 
moft devoutly kept, if we could believe them, a very great num- 
ber. 

3, They tell us indeed of fome doctrinal Traditions alfo which 
they have religioufly^referved, but mark I befeech you with 
what iincerity. For to juftifie thefe, they have forged great num* 
bers of Writings and Books under the name of fuch Authors, as 
it is evident had no hand in them j which is another reafon 
why we cannot give credit to their reports, if we have no other 
authority. There are very few perfons now that ai;e ignorant 
how many Decretal Ef^les of the ancient Bifiiops of Rome have 
been devifed, to eftablilh the t^apal Empire V- and how Shamefully 
a Donation ofConfiantine hath been pretended, wherein hegiive 
away the Roman Empire and all Its flighty to the Pope. Which 
puts me in mind (zs ^ notorious proof of this ) of the Forge- 
ries that are in the Breviary it felf, where we read of Conjiantines 
Leprofie, and the cure of it by Sylvefler^s baptizing him ( which 
are egregious Fables ) and of the Decrees of the fecond Koman 
Synod under that Pope Sylvefier s wherein the Breviary affirms 
Tbotinus was condemned : when all the world knows that PA<?- 
tinu6 his Hercfie did not fpring up till divers years after the death 
of Sylvefier. And there are fo many other Arguments which 
prove the Decrees of that Synod to be a vile forgpry, that we may 
fee, by the way, what reafon they have to keep their Liturgy in 
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w upknown Ltngpage y leA ch|& people Pfrc^iiiring^bat uqtruths 
they are taughe, inliea4 of God's. WoiiqL Qfould abhojr' that Di- 
vin? Service, as )uflly tbey miglw, ^hich is ftuffcd iylth fo raapy. 
Fables* 

It would be endk(s tQ (hew hoiy many palTagj^ they h^ve' 
foiled into ancient Wiixers 19 coijuo^^^nce (heir Traditions, par- 
ticularly about the Papal Supremacy. \ by wihi^ fo great a ooan 
as thofu^ 4<ff^i^^ Wi?s deceived : who irequ^ntly quotes Autbo- 
ricies which are mere Fprg^rie^, (hough not Invented by him, I 
verily think) but impofed upon him by the fraud which had been 
lpng;prajdtif€d in that Church. For we find thft the Canpns 
of A) famous apd univerfaliy known Council asj that of the fir(^ at 
liice^ bsive Ve^ falfely alledged even by Popes; thcmfelv^^ Boni- 
face for iniiance, and Zqfi^fifs aB^dged a cqun|tfffeit Nime C^u^n 
^o the; African BiQic^s in the (ixth Counicil of Carthage y who to 
convince the falfe dealing of thefe Popes, fought out with great 
labour and diligence, the ancient and^s^hentick Copies of the 
flkene Canons % an4 having obtained them ^h from Alexandria 
and from Gof^aiiifnafh^ they foupd them for number and ipt (ence 
to be the very fanae which themfelves already had s but not one 
word in \\mck of what the Topes pretended. Tb'eGime I might 
(ay of Pope Innocent^ and others, whom 1 purpofely omit, becaufe I 
ftudy brevity, 

4. And have this fardier to adde, that as diey have pretfnded 
7radi$m^ where there is none » fo where there is, they have left 
that Tradition : and therefore have no reafqn to exp^ that we 
ibould be governed by th^m in this matter, who take the liblerty 
to negled, as they pleafe, better Tradition than they would im* 
pofe iipon us. None are to be charged with this, if it be a guilt, 
more than themfelves. For inlUnce, the three Immerfwns > i. e. 
dipfnng the per(bns three tiaies in Bapttfip, was certainly an an- 
cient prance, and faid, by many Authors, to be an Apoftolical 
Tradition y and fo be ordained in (igniiication of the bleffed Tri- 
nity, into whofe name they were baptized. And yet there is no 
fuch thing now in ufe in their Church, no more than in ours j 
who )u(Utie qui felves, as I (hewed above, by a true opinion, thaf 
Rites and Ceremonies are not unalterable : which it is impoilibie 
for them to do, unle(s they will ceale to prefs the neceOSty of o- 
tber Traditions upon us, which never were fo generally received, 
as this whic^h is npw aboliCbed. To wl>fch may be added the 
a. D 2 cuflome 
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eoftomc of giving the 'Euebarifl to Infants^ wtnch prevailed for 
(everal Age^, and is called by St. Ai^in^ an Apeflolical tradit'un \ 
the cttflome of adminiftring Baptiftn onely at E^er and JFJntfaH' 
tide V with a great heap^more, which it would be too long toe- 
nuii^jrate. Nor is it neceflary I (hould trouble the Reader with 
them, thefe being fufficient b fhew the partiality of that Church 
in this matter \ and that we have no reafon to be tied to that, 
merely upon their Authority, which they wiB not oUerve, though 
having a ^r greater. Nay, all difcreet perfons may eafily ki 
what a wide difference there is between them who have abroga- 
ted fuch Traditions as had long gone even in their Church, under 
the name of Apoftolical ) and us who therefore do not follow pre- 
tended Traditions now, becaufe we believe them not to be A-^ 
poflolicaly but merely Roman. He is ftrangely blind, who doth 
not fee bow much more fincere thb Church is than that, in this 
regard. 

5. BeGdes this, we can demonfirate, that as in thefe things they 
have forfakcn Traditions, fo in other cafes thqf 4iave perverted 
and abufed them, taming them 1 >to quite another thing. As ap- 
pears to all that undetftand any thing of ancient Learning, in the 
bufinefs of Twgatory 9 which loone of the mdt ancient Writers 
fo much as dreamt to be fuch a place as they have now devifed \ 
but onely aflerteH a Fttrgatory-Fire^ through which all, both good 
and bad, even the \Adkd Virgin her TeM^ muft pafs, at the 
great and dreadful day of Judgment. , This was the old Trox- 
dition^ as we may call it, which was among Chriflians \ which 
they have changed into fuch a Tradition as was among the Pa- 
gans. 

6. But it is time to have done with this v elfe I (hould have ii>- 
fifted upon this a while, which I touched before, and is of great 
moment : That the Tradition wbicb now rnnr in tbst Cbmreh^ is 
contrary to the certain Tradition of the ApofHes and the univerfd 
Cbtercbj particularly in the Canon 9f Scripture. In which no 
more Books have been numbred by the Gatholick Church in aH 
Ages, fince the Apoftles time, than are in the VI Article iof Religi- 
on in this Church of England \ till the late Council of Trent took 
the botdnefs to thruft the Apocryphal Books inta the holy Canon, 
as nothing iitferiour to the acknowledged Divine Writings. This 
hath been fo evidently demonftrated by a late RcvereiKi Prelate 
of our Church, in his fcbolaftical Hilary rf the Canon rf the Scri- 
ptures^ 
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pttere/^ out of undoubted Records, that no fair Anfwer can be made 
eoit. 

But I mufl: leave a litdc room for other things that ought to 
be noted. 

III. And the next is a confequence from whjit hath beenmow 
faid. That there being fo little credit to be given to the Ro- 
man Church onely, we cannot receive thofe Doftrines of Truth 
which that Church now preiTes upon our belief, upon the ac- 
count of tradition. For inftance. That the Church of Rome is 
the Mother and Miflrefs of all other Churches : That the Tape of 
Rome is the Monarch or Head of the univerfal vifible Church : That 
all Scriptures ntufl he expounded according to the fen fe of^his Ch$trch .• 
That there are truly and properly feven Sacraments^ neither mere nor 
ft/f, infiituted by our blejfed Lord himfelf in the Nem lefiament :■ 
That there is a proper and propitiatory Sacrifice offered in the Mafl. 
for the quicksand dead^ the fame that Chrifi offered on the CrofL In 
ftiort, the half Communion^ and all the reft of the Articles of their 
New Faith,, in the Greed publiftied by Pope Fius IV. which are 
Traditions of the Koman Church alone, not oi ihtVniverfalh 
and rely folely upon their own Authority. And therefore we re- 
fofe them s and in our DiCputes about traditions^ we mean thefe 
thmgs ) which we reje<%» becaufe they have no foundation, eithei 
in the holy Scripture, or in univerfal Tradition ) but depdnd, as I 
faid, upon the fole Authority of that Church, which wlthefles in 
its own behalf. 

For whatfoever is pretended, to make the better (hew, all re* 
folves at laft into that 9 as I intimated in the beginning of this 
Difcburfe. Stripture and Tradition can do nothing at all for 
them, without their Churches definition. Though their whole 
mfallibieRule of Faith feem to be made-up of tho(e 4hrte^ yet in 
truth, the Igftof thbfe alone, the Churches definition^ h the whole 
•Rule, and the very bottom upon which their Faith ftands. Fob 
what is Tradition, is no more apparent, than what is Scripture, ac^ 
cording to their Principles, without the Authority of their Church,, 
which pretends to an unlimited power to fapply the defed even 
ef Tradition it felf. 

In (hort, as Tradition among them is taken in to fupply the de- 
fcdl of Scripture \ fo the Authority of their Church is taken in to 
fopply the defed of Traditions but this Authority undermines 

them 
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tbem bdtb, beaufc neitbcf Scvipture nor Tradition li|nifie any 
thing, without their Churches Authority. Which therefore is the 
Rule of their Faith s that is, they IxUeve diem(elvcs« 

To which abfurdity they arc driven, becaufe it is made evi- 
dent by us, that there have been great diveifitics of Traditions, 
and many changes and alterations made, even in things ailed 
ApoAolical, &c. and theiefore they have no other way, but to 
fly to the judgqoent of the prcfent Roman Church, to determine 
what are Traditions Apollolical, and what are not : by which 
Judgment all mankind mufl be governed i that is, we mufl be* 
Heve them, and they believe themfelves: which they would 
have done well to have faid in one word, without putting u$ 
to the trouble of feeking for Traditions in Eooks, and in other 
Churches. But they would willingly colour their pretences by 
as many b\t wojds as is poffible, and fo make mention of Serir 
pun^ Tfaditiott^ Aniiqmty \ whidi when we have examined, they 
will not Hand to them, but take lanftuary in their own Author 
lity ) faying. They are the fole Judges what is Scripture, and 
what Tradition, and what Antiquity 9 nay, have a power to de* 
claie any new point of Faith, which the Church never heard of 
before* This is the Dodrine of Salm^nfn and others of bis fel- 
lows ; That the "Dathm of Faith admits of additions in effential 
f Aings. For aB thighs mere not taitgbt by the Apo^kf^ but Jucb a$ 
$i>eretbea mcejfary and fit for the S-alvatwn of Believers. 

By ^fbfeh df^eans we can never know when the ChriAian Reli-> 
gion will be perfected i but their Church may bring in Sr^/anx 
by its fole Authority, without end. 

Nay, foine among them have been contented to lefoive all 
their Faith into the fole Authority of the prefait Roman Bi- 
(hop \ according to that famous faying cfCorneliuf Ab^m ( pro- 
moted by Paul the Third to a BiQioprkk ) upon the fourteenth 
Chapter to the Ramans : To confefi the truth ingenmmfly^ I mould 
give greater credit to one Fope, in tbofe things mhicb touch the my^e^ 
ries cf Faith, than to a thoufand Hktovpi\ Auftin's, Gregory's 9 to 
Jay nothing of Richard's, Scotus's, &c. for I believe and hgiow that 
the Tope cannot erre in matters of Faith. Which contemptuous 
Speech he would never have uttered, to the difcredit rf thofc 
^at tnen whom they pretend to reverence, if he had not known 
more certainly that the Tradition which runs among the ancient 
Fathers is againfl tbem, than he could know the Pope to be in&V 
lible. There 
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There is tio Tradition , 1 am fure for that •> nor for abun- 
dance of other things, which reft merely upon their own credit s 
as is h\t\y acknowledged in two great Articles of their prefent 
Creed by our Country-man Bi(hop Fijhery with whofe words I 
conclude this particular. Many perhaps have the lefi confidence in 
Indulgences^ becaufe their lefifeems to have been netper in the Churchy 
and very lately 'found among Chriflians. *[o tphom I anfiper^ that 
it doth not appear certainly by rphom they began to be firfi delivered. 
For the Ancients makg no mention^ or very rare^ of PurgaUny \ and 
the Gre^ to this very day do not believe it : nor wa$ the belief either 
df Purgatory or of Indulgences^ fo neceffary in the Primitive Churchy 
" M it is now. And as long as there jpos no care about Purgatory^ no 
body fought for Indulgences : for all their e^eem depends upon that. If 
you takg at^ay Purgatory^ to tphat purpofe are Indulgences ? BincCr^ 
'^ therefdre Turgatoty tposfo lately kpoipn and received in the Catholid^ 

* Churchy tpho can tponder that there tpos no ufe of Indulgences in the ie- 

^inning of our Keligion ? \ 

Which is a full Gonfcflfion what kind of traditions that Church ' 
commends unto us : things lately invented > their own private 
Opinions, of which the ancient Chriflians knew nothing. In 
one word, their Tradition is no Tradition, in that fence wherein 
the Church always underAood it. 

IV. And what hath been faid of them, muft be applied to o- 
fher.pslrticalar Churches « though fome have been more fincerc 
thaii they.' None of them hath any authority to commend any 
thing as an Article of Faith unto Pditerity, whidi hath not been 
commended to them by all foregoing Ages, derived from the A- 
poWes. *"For Vincentiks his Rule is to guide us all in this : 7hat is 
Catholic}^ (:^x\A confcquently to be received) tphich hath been held by 
aV^and in all Churches^ and at aU times. • . 

V. Which puts me in mini of another thing to be briefly 
touched ) that the Eccleiiaftical Tradition conrained in the Con- 

- fcflfions or Regifters of particular Churches in tbefe days wherein 
we lite, is not received by us, nor allowed to have the fame Au- 
thority which fuch Tradition had at the time of the Nicene 
Council, for the convi6kion of Hcrefie. The joynt confent 1 
mean offo many Bilhopsas were there affembled, and the una- 
nimous Gonfeflbns offo many fevcral Churches of feveial Pro- 
vinces 
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vinces as were there delivered, bath not now fuch a force to in- 
duce belief as it had then. The reafon of which is given by the 
fame Vincentius^ who fo highly commends that way which was 
then taken, of reproving Herefie > but adds thismpft wife Cau- 
tion C in the laft Chapter but one of the firft part of his C(W»- 
ntonitorium, ) But you mut not thinks that all Herefies^ and altvays^ 
are thus to be cppofed i but onely netp and frefh Herefies •• tphen they 
firfl rife up^ that is^ before they have falfified the Rules of the ancient 
Faith^Scc, As for inveterate Herefies^ tp):>ich have ^red themfelves^ 
they are in no tvife to be a^aulted this way \ becaufe in a long traSt cf 
time many opportunities may have prefented themfilves to Hereticki of 
fiealing Truth out cf ancient Records^ and of corrupting the Volumes 
if' our Anceflors* 

Which if it be applied to the prefenC (late of things, it is evi- 
dent the Roman Church hath had fuch opportunities of falfify- 
ing Antiquity ever fince the firit acknowledgment of the fafal 
Supremacy that we cannot rely merely upon any written Tefti- 
monies, or unwritten Traditions, which never fo great a number . 
of their Biihops met together (hall produce \ which amount not to 
fo much as one legal Te(limony, but they are to be look'd upon or 
Cufpeded as a multitude offalfe fFitneJfesj confpuring together in, 
their own Caufc, 

How then, may fome fay, can Herefies of long (landing, be 
confuted ? The fame Vincentius refolves us in this, in the ve- 
ry next words : We may convince tbem^ if need be^ by the file au-^ 
thority of the Scriptures 9 or efcherp them as already convi3ed and 
condemned in ancient times^ by the general Councils of Catholic}^ 
Triefls. 

The Tradition which is found there, muft direA all future ' 
Councils, not the Opinions of their own prefent Churches* 

VL I will adde but one thing more s which is. That the Ira^ 
dition called Oral^ becaufe it comes by word of mouth from one 
Age to another, without any written Record, is the mofi uncer- 
tain, and can be lead relied upon of all other. This bath been 
demonflrated fo fully by the Writers of our Church, and there.are 
fuch pregnant indances of the eir^ours into which men have been 
led by it, that it needs nolongdifcourfe. 

Two indances of it are very common, and I (hall adde a 
ihird. 

I. The 
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'. The firftiU j1ait::WbicK ^d^^;^,,, wbo .tivecj prefcndy after 
the Apollks jtiroci;, ^;cpwcf£^ fceirthem 

not fo much to tca^^ W to ajquircotth^ EWds what Saint ^n^ 
dneip or SainltPf/crfiH v wbfH was ibft. Saying of*Saint7I>.7W(if, 
Saint Jjwe/j and the f eft of the DU^fplpj^^ pt QUf L^^ Artc| he 
pitteodad thhjt fotn^^f tbfrp^tpl^^ ^at 

aftei thbcarcfur'w^ioipvc^ Wf ^silLr^igtj'a;^ thoufand 

years hereupon Earth: vfhicnhc..ffii}3i^iiQ'^\\3Aih^ 
fromromc fiiying of tfee Apoftl^g^ w^ang w^eiftppd. But this 
Fancy ivfts. cwhfi^d wy ©r^dijy, aiicji Vai fap^ht for ^n?^ whole 
Ages, as .anl AfffH^H^fl Jf^Hm..) 4^9 bp(Jy'.oppofing ft : ; and 
yet hffyxtng nothing 'jt0j^yjQf (t, |^ufwcly,/i&^^\tf«^^^ 
«« ( as JCur^iff bi^M!pi^sarC) jf^., j* Jf^dr;^ 1^/^^^ 
criir . toihdnl ; ryct M%i'r4ditiim j>att> fc^^ ^eh^r^lly fince ' taken. 
for an tiDjpoftor^l) (tn^ teicbcs us no ipore thap this: That if 
00c <ran QwlA ift trgoipg foch a po(^inie, ana make it pafs fo 
omtift^totfy kvi^^.tifn^iup9n(r)Q;0tbe^.^et^^^ than that an 
ApDfiie. ^ ip M\ f»lif9t^ 4lfco«'fe V wis * K^vc ^reat reafoa to 
6iitdc thtLOthfif TflfditV^I^ f)b^ ^tfr|>eginning, oy'fipt 

fo gboolHa efpeaally fyi^Q thPY ^^^i^ f^ W^^ as 

2, AyecWinftance is that famous contention about the .0^-^ 
ffirytttMof £rfffW¥?W^hffiifci5^^ ^ffH^Sfd .tbe^tbOrch inthe 
daiyi Qff*afhrJafl»0p,Qf |l^i<ifi^l^.dii^dmg thep^^^^ 
ftkostfirciinrthe M^dQJmV} Qpepij^tc^dinjgTraditiQti ^o^^Saint 
jF4«hi^ and Saint FbH^i . the ptlierirom Samt l^e^fr?' ^nc| Saint 
?m/« Concerning which I will not fay, as itgdltim doth ^,in 
his fliarp note upon the words of Firmilian^ who pfetenided Tra- 
dUkan,%t ij^it^l^Tif^ )).T'»*t under-jkeNfmer 

m^l Ferfinr rfsr^m(^ftj^,fiperi and fopkiftkal ihin^s ^- 

Imnd faf 4f^U0lTr(iJffion^^ : by fools ^nd Sopbifters. - But this 
I affirm, ■ tlutt there arf n^ny more ipltances of metis forwardnefs, 
and they neither l^o^l/ nor Scfh'^s^ but onely wadded to the 
Opinions of. their. Qwm Chqrch^^ 19 obtrude tjifngs as^ Apofto- 
Uol,! for Which ithcy 1^ pojp^f at/alL , for ,wl|ci^ Jjicx, kneW, 
not hQ«r tp defend thmfeixe% inr^fently they flew_ tpT^^^ 



3. iVthkd inftaiu^e of whpfe uncertainty we have in Irendm^ 
( L. 2. C.^9* ) concerning the age of our bleifcd Saviour when 
he died s which he confidently affirms to have been forty, if not 
fifty years : and faith the Elders which icnew St.fobn^ and were 
his Scholars, received this relation from him.. And yet all agree, 
that he beginning to preach at thirty years of age, was crucified a«* 
bout three years and an half after. 

The like refation Cltinens makes of his preaching but i»i< year v 
which he calls a f^et Tradition frpm the Apoftles : bat hath no 
more truth in it than the other. ' 

Now if m the firft Ages, when they were fo near the foun*» 
Cain and begiqning of Tradition, men weredecetved, nay foch 
great men as thefe were deceived ^ and led^'otheb into eriours 
in thcfe matters \ we cannot with any'^^fety tmft; to Traditions^ 
that have pafTed, men ptejend, from ohe'^6* another until now i- 
but we can find no mention of in any Wiireir, 'till fome Ages 
after the Apoftles » and then were by feme body orotfier,. who 
had authority in thofe days, caHed Apoflolical^ Traditions i^ mere- 
Fy to gain i\\tm the. more credit. : ^h\x^ \^4tm G^faHmjU in. 
Wis Commentaries; uport^theB^^ of Revelofis^ I*:74^* i&ttbj. 
thai.\^e idfhing of ' E«(;ci&: and JKrtf Ibefore'thc fceorid cwilln^ ofr 
Chritl C thbugh it be nottouhd^in^SdfiptUtis ), War^conftkK re* 
port received Sy Ttadition mthout any variation^ firom the Tbachevf- 
of the Church. ' , ,^ ' - '.' f r 

\Vi/.\^ki\'ii^ ready *hey wcrc^tb fottarr that: 

own- private Opinions upon aticientuniVerfall^adl^tin^) a(ul> 
ho* lit tie teafon we have to trdff- ft>- that Miich w^nfodincstHt 
tain, even in the bid Ages \ and therefore muft neddi be i|«bc 
dubious . ndiv.. ^ ' ''..,.«. .:■.) /.. .. 

:Th'us'.r'hav^ endeavoured to l^y i^ftK^fffti^^f^ thofe tilfcb^ 
will be pleafed to look over tHirWc^^Trfaf^^^ 
to think an^ fpeak. ab'otit 7radiiimf^'''ix is-^^calixfeny^ U^ Mmfy 
that, die ChuxcKdf' En^lan:dx^]^&s'^^z^ 
nope brfiertrueCf^ildlren are fb ignorant, as when they feaktfcit- 




^ith all thofe things which qan be proved to be ApolloUoiiviiy^ 
(lie generalTeftimony of thethurch in all Ages :.^nay, if any 

thing 



thing not containecl in Scripture, which the Roman Church notv 
pretends to be a part of God's Word, were delivered to us hy a$ 
univerf^l uncontroulled Tradition as the Scripture is, we (hould 
receive it as we do the Scripture. 

Eut k appears plainly that fuch tilings wete at firl! buf private 
Opinions, which now are become the Dodrines of that "particu- 
lar Church V who would impofe her Deaees upon us under the 
Venerably Name of Apoflolical Univerfal Tradition s which I 
have (hewn you hath been an ancient Cheat, and that we ought 
fiot to be fo eafie as; to be deceived by it. But to be very warjr, 
and afraid Qftfufting the Traditions offuch a Church, as, hath 
not pnely , perverted ((xne, abolittied others, and pretended them 
where there hath been none ) but been a very unfaithful prefer- 
ver of them and that in matters of great moment, where thertf 
were fome v and ta^fyy warrants thole which it pretends to have 
kept, by nothing but its own infallibility* For which there is no 
Tradition^ bai much againft it, . even in the Original Tradifidny |he 
holy ScriptureS)Which plainly fuppofe the Rotnan Church may hot 
ondly erre,hut utterly ^il and be cut oiF firoovthe Body of Ghrifi V 
as they that pleale may read, who wilt confiilt the t^levetah Chap- 
ter to the Rmani^ v. 20, 21, 22. Of which they are in the 
greater dagger, becaufc they proudly daim Co high a Prer(^ative 
as jthat now mentioned v diredly contrary to the Apoftolical Ad* 
inonition in that place : Be not high minded^ b$afear. 
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, or mote fcfafonablc than thk I 
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)k upon additions ro the Scri- 
to lead and ponder thofe holy 

a Fable > tec us really dread HcH- 

;;|Bir felves to all ufages that have 

c^fol to obfervc, ^r/?, all the fub- 

jpj^ Charity, Sobriety, and Godli- 

"^livered to us by our Lord him- 

S^andly, all the Ordinances of the 

J^are not contrary to the Word of 

._,!^ivine Authority delivered, that 

5U-^t are theit Guides^and Gover- 

"^Hijftiheir authority, and avoiding all 

* '"" contention 
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Gmtapkm Witk them, iis lYioft ijnideccivt m ii (ctf, aod pemkioiiB e^ 
Religion ) which Tuffcrs extrcamly, when neither Ecclefiafii^at 
Ambority^ nor Ecckfiafiioal Cuftom^ can end Difpates about Rites 
and Ceremonies* 

Read I tbef. 5. 12. Heh^i^. ly. iCor. 11.16. and read fuch 
places, as you ought to do all the other Scriptures, till your hearts 
be deqrfy afFeded with them. 

Forbeadmoni(hed, in the lafi place, of this j which is of gene* 
ral ufC) and muft never be forgotten, becaufe we (hall lofe the be^ 
nelit Qi that Coeleflial Dodrine which is delivered unto us, if we 
do not ftri&ly obferve if. That as this Evangelical VoUrine it ir* 
livefed dawn $0 Wy fo n>e tmtfi be delivered ftp to it. Thus St. Pant 
teaches as to.fpeak^ in. 6 Kom. 17. where he thanks God that 
they who f(nhierly had been fervants of fin, did now oby from the 
bMTt ibdt form of VoSrine ttntg wbicb tbey ti^ere delivered. So the 
words run ki the Greek .( as the Mai^in of oui fiiUes inform you) 
nf tr tmpJibnlu 

This is the Tradithm which we muft be Cure to retain, and hold 
faft i^xyvc afl other h as that wifhout which, all our. belief will be 
flDCuBbftttal. 

Tb& isr the very emt for which aU Divine Truth is delivered 
uDio IIS, thai we ttuiy be delivered and oiake a furrender of our 
iefaresnikto it .. . 

Obfeavc the :fOi!ee of the Ajpofile^ ivQvds s which tell us, firfi ^ 
ikit there wte a certaisaifeKm of Chfiftito Dodrine whiich the A^ 
pdUea tanj^t, compaied here 10 a moold Cfo the woid Wtr^^/ww, 
«Eiay ba tcailAai»d ) into which Metal oi (bch-like noatter is caft, 
thal4l mkf. leeeive the figure' an^ dupe ot chat mould* 
i A^ Now i hesaOAfOres the RofHan Chjnl^iansr t^ fuch du^ile, 
|dial9citiatMrirthey beimgfcfdellverisd opr caft intothis focm or 
i»Ott|ddffChdftian Doftrine^ jtha( they were intirely fiamed and 
ftfliionid a(^rdiiig t6 it, and had aU the lineaments, as 1 oiay 
lay, c£ it expreffed upon their foals. , . . 

3» And having fo received it, they were obedims to it.: for 
.n^Mloai M% Kill the.impff^ifibnt, whi^h by knowk4iC or faith 
weie iMadej upon: their roi*ls> w^e but4n imperftd draught of 
. what. vtf^liitt»oded .in the ChriAitin Tradition. 

4. AnA>\t WlBiSfbe0rty obedience, fin^eve compliance with the 
Divine WiU ^ fttch obedience as b^catte thofe who underftood 
ibeis Relii^n^ to be a great ^Idivcrance and liberty from the 

flavery 
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flavcry of fin ( before fpoken of) into the happy fieedom of the 
(er^ice of God. 

5^ All which, lafily, hcafcribcs to the grace of God, which had 
both delivered to them that Dodrine, and drawn them to deliver 
up themfelves to it, made their hearts foft and dudile to be caft 
into that mould, andquickned them to Chriftian Obedience, and 
given them a willing mind to obey chearfally. All this was from 
God's grace, and not their merits > and therefore the thanks was to 
be afcribed to him, who fucceeds and blefles all pious endeavours. 

Now according to this Pattern, let us frame our felves 9 wbo^ 
UeiTed be God, have ;a form of Dodrine delivered to us in this 
Church, exadlly agreeable to the holy Scriptures, which lie open 
before us *) and we are exhorted not onely to look into them, but 
we feel that grace which hath brought them to us, dearly demon* 
fixating that we ought to be formed according to the holy EXv 
drine therein delivered, by the delivery of our felves unto it. By 
the delivery of our mind, that is, to think of God, and our felves, 
and of our duty in every point, )uft as this vinftrads us* And by 
the delivery of our wills and affedions, to be governed and regu- 
lated, according te its diredions. And when we have con(ented 
to this, we ifind the Divine grace reprefenting to us the neceflity of 
an hearty obedience, to what we know and believe, and have em- 
braced as the very Truth of God. To this we are continually 
<!rawn and mrghtily moVed h and if we would (hew our thank- 
fulnefs for it, let us follow tbefe godly motions, and Gonfortnour 
felves in all things to the heavenly pre^riptfons of this Book \ be^ 
ing confident that if we dd, we need not trouble our (elves about a«> 
ny other model of Religion, which we find not heft deUvtf ed. 

For if you de(ire to know what/^rm ofDoSrint it is^ to which 
the Apoftle woukl have us delivered, it is certain it is a DoiSrine 
dire (ftly oppofite to all vice and wicked nefs. For herein the jgrace 
of God was manifefled, he tells the Romans^ in that it had brought 
them from being Haves of fin, heartily to obey the Chriltian Do* 
&x\iK \ which taught, that is, Vertue and Piety« 

Now tMhis the prefent Romanifts can pretend to adde nothing. 
All the parts of a godly life are fufSciently taught us in the holy 
Scriptures. And if we would ferioufly pradife and f^ow this 
Dodtrine from the very heart, we (hould eafily (ee there is no o- 
ther but what is there delivered. For whatfoever is pretended to 
be neceflary befides, is npt a DoQrine according unto go4lmfr ( as 

the 
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the Apoftle caOs Chrifttanity ) bat the Tcry dc^c of it is to open 
an eatier way to Heaven than that laid before us in the holy Scri- 
ptutes, by Idajfei fir the dead^ by Imbdgtncts^ by SanQificatioMfj 
and the merai of the Saims^ and fe vcral odicr fuch like inventions > 
whidi have no foundation in the Scrifhtnt^ nor in true Am^^ 
qmty. 

That is a word indeed which is very much pretended* Ami^ 
qMy^ they fiiy, is on their fide h but it is nothing di£ferent firom 
what hath been faid about Tradttion. And if we will run up to 
the true Antiqmty^ there is nothing fo ancient as the My Saiftmnt. 
They are the oldeft Records of Religion s and by them if we 
frame our lives, we are fure it is according to the moft authentick 
and ancient diredions of Piety, deli\rered in the holy Oracles of 
Cod. So both fides confe(s them to be. And if the old Rule be 
fiife, that is true tpbicb U firflyVfC are fafe enough : for there is no- 
thing before this to be our Guide i and there can be nothing after 
this, but muft be tried by it. According to another Rule, as oki 
as Reafbn it fclf v The firft in every kind^U the meaJkreofdU the reft.* 
And, as fure as that there is a Gofpel of God's grace, tbey that 
»alk^ after this Rule ( this Divine Canon ) peace fhaU be upon tbem^. 
and mercy h they being the true IJraelyOt Church, ofGod.^ 



THE END, 
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